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IT’S BARRY’S WORLD  

Bas eball st ar Barry Bonds is a newsm aker.
After win n ing a record si x th National League

MVP award last year, Bonds an nou nced he was
leaving the Maj or League Bas eball Players’ Un ion ,
a move that could tri gger a change in the  
memor abilia lands cape. For now, Bonds rem ains
popular among collectors .A ticket stub from the
game in which he hit his first home run (Ju ne 4,
1986) recently sold on eBay for $1,232 while a
P S A- gr aded 10 (Gem Mint) full ticket from the
game Bonds hit his record - breaking home ru n
#73 du ring the 2001 seas on drew $331.

HR KING: UNDERVALUED  

You can make the case that Hank Aaron
memor abilia is undervalued. Ex ample : a

ticket stub from the game in which bas eball’s
all - time home run leader sm acked his 714th
( tying him with Babe Ruth) recently went up for
auction at Leland’s . It drew only two bids ,
fetch ing $259.

WARNING TRACK 

Interested in adding event tickets and ticket
stubs to your collection? Consider these tips :

• Know the difference between season tickets
issued by teams vs. box-office tickets issued
individually vs. Ticketmaster-issued tickets.
“Collectors despise having a Ticketmaster
ticket in their collection,unless they have no
alternative,” says expert David Anzicek.“Season
tickets are usually much more spectacular.”

• As with nearly all collectibles ,
condition is a maj or concern for
tickets and stubs . An z icek :
“Common types of wear and tear

are dam age from a ticket - t aker’s rip, folds from
being in fans’ pocket s , and glue from being in a
s c r apbook .”
• Be aware that sellers and traders aren’t always
accurate in describing the condition of the
stubs they’re selling. With online sales, ask to
see a photo of the item. And make sure you get
a commitment on shipping charges before you
buy a ticket or stub; we’ve seen cases where
sellers charge $7, without insurance!      —K.G.

As 51,267 fans made their way out of
Denver ’s Coors Field after the con-
clu s i on of b a s eb a ll ’s 1998 All - S t a r

G a m e ,t h ey were greeted by a dozen or so
folks waving $100 bi lls and scre a m i n g,
“Sell me your Beanie Ba by ! ” It was a
s tra n ge sight for sports fans
on this hot Ju ly nigh t , but
m a ny did indeed ped dl e
t h eir star- s p a n gl ed “G l ory
Be a r ” Be a n i e s , wh i ch had
been given to ti cket - h o l ders
as a prom o ti onal item .

The same nigh t , t h ere
were people waving $20 bi ll s
and bark i n g, “Sell me yo u r
ti cket stu b ! ” Aga i n , m a ny
fans were more than happy
to exch a n ge their stubs for
en o u gh cash to buy a ro u n d
of po s t - game ref re s h m en t s .

A mere 48 hours later,
reports had Glory Bear sell-
ing for as mu ch as $500.
Th ere were no su ch report s
of f ren z i ed buying su r-
round the All-Star Game
ti cket stu b s .

By now, of co u rs e , t h e
Beanie Ba by market has all
but disappe a red , and Glory
Be a r — a l ong with its com m em ora tive
All-Star Game card—can be had for
$ 5 – $ 1 5 . While the Beanie market is ice -
co l d , the same cannot be said for ti cket
s tu b s , a co ll ecti bles segm ent that’s en j oy-
ing rising pop u l a ri ty.

KNOCKING ON THE DOOR
David Anzicek began collecting ticket
stubs seriously in 1999 when he moved
to Chicago from rural Michigan. A year
l a ter, he launch ed an In tern et site ,
www.ticketstubcollector.com, in hopes
of bri n ging toget h er co ll ectors wh o
share his passion.

“I don’t think ti cket - s tub co ll ecti n g
has hit the mainstream yet ,” An z i cek says .

“ But in the past ye a r, we have cert a i n ly
m oved cl o s er. e Bay has cre a ted a ‘Ti cket
S tu b s’ c a tegory within its Sport s
Mem ora bilia are a . PSA [Profe s s i on a l
S ports Aut h en ti c a tors , k n own for its
c a rd - grading servi ces] has started a grad-

ing sys tem for ti cket stu b s .
And sports card manu f ac-
tu rers are issuing cards wi t h
an actual piece of a ti cket in
t h em . Al s o, m a ny teams are
handing out lanya rds [cord s ,
of ten worn around the neck ,
m ade for sec u ring an item ]
to fans as they en ter ga m e s ,
wh i ch all ows them to keep
t h eir stub in a safe place .”

Does this mean that the
1998 Coors Field All - S t a r
Game stub is now worth bi g
bu cks? Not ex act ly—at least
not yet . But more de s i ra bl e
ti ckets can be worth hu n-
d reds of do ll a rs , or even
t h o u s a n d s . In 1998 at
So t h eby ’s , for ex a m p l e , a
ra re 1903 World Series ti ck-
et from the famed Ba rry
Ha l per sports co ll ecti on
d rew $23,000.

More recen t ly, in a
Decem ber 2003 aucti on at Ma s tro’s , a
bi d der paid $8,000 for a full , top - con d i-
ti on ti cket to the June 13, 1948 game at
Ya n kee Stad ium—the day on wh i ch
Ba be Ruth was hon ored for the last ti m e .
The Ya n kees reti red Rut h’s #3 jers ey that
d ay, and the Ba m bi n o, su f fering from
c a n cer, d i ed just two months later. ( By
com p a ri s on , a torn ti cket stub from the
same game drew $787 on eBay.) 

TH AT’S T H E TI C K E T!
Before you trash the contents of that
drawer of old sporting event tickets and
s t u b s, take a closer look. You might have
a valuable collectible on your hands. 
By Keith Gentili

Keith Gentili , a New Boston ,N H - b as ed journalist ,
has two New England Patriots Sup er
Bowl st ubs in his of f ice (Sup er Bowl
XXXI and Sup er Bowl XXXVI) as
well as st ubs from six professional
All - Star games .

A full ticket from the first
Super Bowl (before it was
called the Super Bo w l )
can sell for hundreds of
dollars (see p. 6).

SPORTS MEMORABILIA

A b ox-office ticket from the
game in which Barry Bo n d s
tied Mike Schmidt with his
548th career home run. Va l u e :
around $35, compared to
around $75 for a season tick e t
from the same game). At left:
an example of a season tick e t ,
this one from the game in
w h i ch Bonds tied Reggie
J a ckson with HR # 56 3 .
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Other recent sales on eB ay include a
stub from the 1936 All-Star Game—
baseball’s fourth such game— at Braves
F i el d ; that aucti on cl o s ed at $320.
Another piece that turned up on eBay
was a ticket stub from Game 6 of 1952
World Seri e s , the con test in wh i ch
Mickey Mantle hit the first of his record
18 World Series home runs. That stub
drew $565.

What makes some ti ckets and stu b s
m ore va lu a ble than others? A key factor
is the import a n ce of a given ga m e . “Th e
s tub from Cal Ri p ken Jr.’s record - bre a k-
ing game [for con s ec utive - games played ]
is very pop u l a r, as are all of Mi ch ael
Jord a n’s retu rn ga m e s ,” An z i cek says .
“And many people co ll ect stubs from the
f i rst and last game of a stad iu m . If i t’s a
m i l e s tone ga m e , the stub is co ll ecti bl e .

“Co ll ectors love ti cket stubs from
h ome run ach i evem en t s ,” An z i cek ad d s ,
n o ting that stubs from the games in
wh i ch Roger Ma ri s , Ma rk Mc G wi re , a n d
Ba rry Bonds hit historic blasts are espe-
c i a lly de s i ra bl e .

In fact , points out Dennis A . Jose of
Ch i c a go ti x . com , it was the Mc G wi re /
Sa m my Sosa home run race of 1998 that
s p a rked “a lot of i n terest in the hobby.” As
those two slu ggers pecked aw ay at Roger
Ma ri s’s form er record of 61 home runs in
a season ,“m a ny indivi duals began search-
ing the In tern et for the first ti m e ,” Jo s e

rec a ll s . “ People could search
for inform a ti on abo ut ga m e s ,
m i l e s ton e s , and sports history.
This con tri buted ad d i ti on a l
i n terest in ti ckets as co l-
l ecti bl e s .”

A THEME’S THE THING
Just like other areas of s ports mem ora bi l-
i a , ti ckets and stubs pre s ent a seem i n gly
en dless va ri ety of opti on s , so it helps to
h ave a theme as you build your co ll ecti on .

“Co ll ect in an area of s ports yo u’re
p a s s i on a te abo ut ,” Jose su gge s t s . “ It may
be the World Seri e s , the Su per Bowl , or
Mi ckey Mantle hom e - run ga m e s . [ Be
c a reful abo ut] get ting caught up in the
hot item of the ti m e . If yo u’re a Rose Bowl
f a n , Mi ch i gan foo tb a ll fan, or Ken tu cky
Derby fan, t h en match your interest wi t h
the ti ckets you co ll ect . That wi ll fuel yo u r
en t husiasm over time and con n ect yo u
with people who share your intere s t .”

Jo s e , who also works with the grad i n g
com p a ny Profe s s i onal Sports Aut h en-
ti c a tors (PSA), n o tes the import a n ce of
com mu n i c a ting with ex perts in a given
f i el d . Talk with ex peri en ced co ll ectors ,h e

s ays : “The In tern et has made the world a
s m a ll vi ll a ge , so deal with indivi duals in
the hobby who are profe s s i on a l . You may
buy from a de a l er in that niche or yo u
m ay get a referral from som ebody like
me to som eone who shares your intere s t .
Th en you can learn more abo ut wh a t’s
ava i l a bl e , wh ere to get it, and wh a t’s
doa bl e . You can also get a sense of t h e
i tem—the loo k , the feel , the smell of a
ti cket from a particular era .”

One great advantage to starting a
ticket-stub collection is that the catego-
ry is relatively young, so you can still
find great deals. “Ticket collecting is not
restricted to lawyers and doctors,” Jose
says. “People should be aware that for
$5, they can own tickets that are signifi-
cant to them.”

Ultimately, tickets and stubs are
great connections to an event.“Just like
grass or blood stains on a jersey, or the
sweat on a player’s hat, a ticket is an
actual artifact of a game,” Jose says.“It’s
not a commemorative collectible. The
ticket was there. You can own a genuine
piece of the game. To me,that’s the elec-
tricity of ticket collecting.” R

This milestone tick e t
stub comes from
Game 5 of the 1956
World Series, when
Don Larsen pitched a
perfect-game 
n o - h i t t e r. The tick e t
turned up at A n t i q u e s
R o a d s h ow’s New
York visit in 2002.
Va l u e : around $500. 

SUPER STUBS

On Su nd ay, Jan .1 5 ,1 9 6 7 , nearly 62,000 football fans spent arou nd
$10 each to watch what is now known as Super Bowl I. Then billed

as the “World Championsh ip Game” featu ring the AFL champion
Kans as City Ch iefs vs . the NFL champion Green Bay Packers , the event
included lit tle of the circus atmosphere now ass oc i ated with Super
Su nd ay. In fact , nearly one th ird of the Los Angeles Memori al
Colis eu m’s tickets went uns old.

Tod ay the Super Bowl is as A merican as the 4th of July. It’s the single bi ggest day in sport s , and
collectors have taken notice. From pins to pen nants to 
progr ams , Super Bowl memor abilia is got t a - have stuf f, and tickets are at the top of the list . In fact ,t wo
entire ru ns of Super Bowl tickets (untorn) recently sold for more than $40,000 at auction .

“Super Bowl ticket sets are becom ing one of my key areas in working with collectors ,” s ays
Den n is A . Jose of Ch icagoti x . com .“Wh ile bas eball is the national pastime and NASCAR may have
the most fans in terms of at tend ance at tr ack s , Super Bowl collectors are partic ipating in the single -
game , win ner- t ake - all obs ession . There are people as passionate about their team as they are about
f am ily and reli gion .”

You’ll find at Super Bowl ticket stubs starting at around $40 and full tickets starting at around
$100 at Chicagotix.com. Tickets and stubs from the more notable Super Bowls can sell for far more.
In December, a ticket from the first Super Bowl (1968) sold on eBay for $355. That’s nearly $1 for
every yard the Packers gained (361) in their 35-10 win over the Chiefs-not bad for a $12 ticket.

Values are often determ ined by the popularity of the teams , condition of the item , and such factors
as scarc ity and game location . Recent sales on eBay include :
• $212: full ticket from Super Bowl XXXIII (1999, Broncos 34, Falcons 19)
• $187: ticket stub from Super Bowl VI (1972, Cowboys 24, Dolphins 3) 
• $154: full ticket from Super Bowl XXXV (2001, Ravents 34, Giants 7)
• $104: ticket stub from Super Bowl XXV (1991, Giants 20, Bills 19) 
• $101: ticket stub from Super Bowl IX (1975, Steelers 16, Vikings 6)

“Every year I make a New Year’s res olution to build a set of tickets in the upcom ing year. In 2003,
I went after a run of Super Bowl ticket stubs and built two of them ,” s ays Jos e ,w ho lives th ree block s
from Wri gley Field and his beloved Ch icago Cubs .“In 2004, I may focus on my Cubs ticket - and -
s chedule collection repres enting every year since 1906. That may be my holy gr ail .” — Keith Gentili

Super Bowl tickets feature
more elaborate designs
than most other tick e t s .

A CLOSER LOOK

Two Internet sites that provide more info
on collecting tickets and stubs :

• www.ticketstubcollector.com: A great
interactive Web site loaded with tips,
resources, links, and useful message board.
• www.Chicagotix.com: The granddaddy of
ticket sites has it all, from Super Bowls to
Cal Ripken’s streak to Sammy Sosa’s 500th
home run game.

Keep your eye on the auction market for
ticket stubs . These auction hous es 

spec i ali ze often of fer vint age ticket s / stubs :
• Leland’s (www.lelands.com): 3947
Merrick Road, Seaford, NY 11783. Phone :
5 1 6 - 4 0 9 - 9 7 0 0 .
• Mastronet Inc. (www.mastronet.com):
10S660 Kingery Highway, Willowbrook,IL
60527. Phone:630-472-1200.
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